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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

Submitted herewith for consideration by the Examiner are: 

1) An English version of the International Preliminary Report on Patentability; and 

2) An English version of the Written Opinion of the International Searching 
Authority. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE COMMISSIONER IS AUTHORIZED Masakazu NAGATA 

TO CHARGE ANY DEFICIENCY IN THE 
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■ -COUNT NO. 23-0975 B v: ±g 6fZ&Z&>C> 

Charles R. Watts 
Registration No. 33,142 
Attorney for Applicant 

CRW/akl 

Washington, D.C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
July 11,2006 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY ' PCT/JP2004/007963 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 





PCT 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL 
OF COPIES OFTRAN^T ATTHM 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT 
ON PATENTABILITY 
(CHAPTER I OR CHAPTER II 
OF THE PATENT rnOPPB a tthw td c a t-vt\ 

(PCT Rules 44£w.3(c) and 72.2) 


To: " ~~ ' 

YASHIMA, Keiichi 

Room No. 712, Hosokawa Building 

1-17. Akasaka 1 -rhnmo 

Minato-ku, Tokyo 1070052 

JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/montti/year) 

01 June 2006 (01 .06.2006) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
KE-03-010PCT 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


lnternational application No. — — . . 
PCT/JP2004/007963 


Internationa] filing dale (day/montli/year) 

08 June 2004 (08.06.2004) 


/\ppncam . . 

K-R INDUSTRY COMPANY LIMITED et al 


1 Transmittal of the translation to the applicant j 

0 SSSSSSTS" tranSmilS hereWiUl 3 ° f °* Eng " Sh tranSlati ° D ° f the intemational P relimin -y "PO« on 

2. Transmittal of the corjv of Hip fmnciaHnn *^ j„ • ± ■» , . , _ 

UIC cu Pj U1 me translation to tne designated or elected Offices. 

SZSSi 1116 aPPliCant that C ° PieS ° f ** Mti ° n ^ beC " to * e designated or eiected 

None 

S^SiMS^^ «* « -stnitta, at this titne, wi„ receive copies of that 

3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) or the elected Offlce( S ). 


F 


The International Bureau of W1PO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No.+41 22 740 14 35 

arm PCT/IB/338 (January 2004) ~~ ' " 


Authorized officer 

Masashi Honda 

Facsimile No.+41 22 338 70 10 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter I of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 

(PCT Rule 44bis) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
KE-03-010PCT 


FOR FURTHER ACTION See item 4 below 


International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/007963 


International filing date (day/montMyear) I Priority date (day/month/year) 
08 June 2004 (08.06.2004) 18 July 2003 M8 07 "m> 


uiiernauonai latent Classification (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 

See relevant information in Form PC T/ISA/237 


K-R INDUSTRY COMPANY LIMITED 



i - stss:sr 5is issued by 11,6 internationai Bureau °- behaif ° f * e 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the report 
Priority 

Sj£S5 hment ° f ° Pini0n rCgard t0 n ° VeIty * inventive ste P ^ industrial 
Lack of unity of invention 

IS^T^ UndeT , Anl f e 35(2> Whh regard t0 nOVelty ' inventive ste P or 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

4 ^xF^~-^^^^^^i^r^ 



SI 


Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. H 


□ 


Box No. EI 


□ 


Box No. IV 


SI 


Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VH 


□ 


Box No. Vm 





Date of issuance of this report 
22 May 2006 (22.05.2006) 


The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer 


34, chemin des Colombettes 




121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Masashi Honda 


Facsimile No. +41 22 740 14 35 


Telephone No. +41 22 338 70 10 


r orm i /uj/j 15 (January 2004) ■ ■ 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 



PCT ^ 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 43bis.l) 



Date of mailing 
(day/rnotuh/year) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

KE-03-010PCT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/007963 

International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



International filing date (day/mo nth/year) 

08.06.2004 



Priority date (day/month/year) 

18.07.2003 



Applicant ~ 

K-R INDUSTRY COMPANY LIMITED 



This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non^stablishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43W5.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

FURTHER ACTION 

IIImZZ? JrZ "^L^Vrtriwy examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 

cassis 

^LT^tt^T^ ab ° VC ' t0 bC , a WrittCn ° pinion of * c IPEA * thc *PP"~<* " invited to submit to the IPEA a 

p™S™ & U f ' Z appropn f at ^ W,th a ^ndments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of maiW of £orm 
PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

For further details, sec notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. II 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 


IS 


Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VII 


□ 


Box No. VIII 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/JP 



Facsimile No. 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No. 



Form FCT/ISA/237 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



Box No. I 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

Basis of this opinion 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/007963 



1 JSt 3£ S££3^3Z£Er eS,abUShed ° n baSiS ° f ' hc « to - app,ication in *» "> w«* i, was 



□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

Rule 12 3 and 23 1(b)) ' " ^ " ' ^""^ f ° r ' he pUrpOS " of in "«>*i°nal search (under 

2 h ~ - -essar, to the claimed 

a. type of material. 
I | a sequence listing 

□ 

table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
| | in written format 
I I in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 
contained in the international application as filed 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
Q furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

4. Additional comments: 



Form PCT/ISA/237 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Box No. V 



1. Statement 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2004/007963 



S^SSS^y to novc " y - invenave s,cp or industrial 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1 ~2 1 
Claims 



Claims 4 , 7 , 14 / 17 



CIaims 1-3, 5, 6, 8-13, 15, 16, 18-21 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1~ 21 



Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: — — r 

Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8-13, 15, 16, 18-21 

^ inventions of claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8-13, 15, 16, and 18-21 do not possess novelty on 
account of documents 1 and 2. y 

Document 1 describes the assumed constitution. 

Document 2 describes a constitution wherein an elastic member and a tube unit 
(equivalent to a guide member) and a torque setting adjustment member, etc. are integrated 

Here, the torque adjustment member of document 2 holds the elastic member 
together with the tube unit and the shaft unit, so it appears to be essentially a holding means 

Also it is technical common sense that an element that has undergone a surface 
treatment or heat treatment is usually harder than an element that has not (an untreated 
element) and is more difficult to wear. Therefore constituting matters so that if there is a 
heat treated element a wear prevention member is not provided as a separate member or 
conversely constituting matters so that if there is an untreated element a wear prevention 
member is provided as a separate member could easily be conceived by a person skilled in 

Claims 4, 7, 14, 17 

•,. j • ™*™* at T S ° f Clai f s 4 ' 7 ' 14 > and 17 ■» described in any of the documents 
cited in the ISR and are not obvious to a person skilled in the art. 



Form PCT/IS A/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



